REGIONAL CAFE: GUJARAT

F A UMIGUE PLET currestly bel
tested by the Gujarar m:t-dwnﬁ
featidi scr major GNRC {Gujarag Bar-
mada Yalley Fertilisers & Chembads)
and 4 prominant podyanethane (FU)

Eoaam mat teess manuedacturey b paocessiul,

it will wtherim aqualitachve change inthe

lifestykes of the cowntry’s nural populathon.
The Dy’ pannes e atamed
a rew e ihative “Jad Bind Mag-

tredes” with the ahjective of providing
“affordable PU mattreses bo every Indian®
Custoenind faden FMErokies Erecarnmily
being petafled in hitherto uncharted rural
st boroughs, ghdngvilllagens achance
£o sarnple revtfid dleep."Avast rajoeity of
willage folk, comprising 65% of the ooEn-
try's papulathan, sleep on some ferm of
- wereentiarny, basndon ot of ook -
ton matieesses, wisich are pot ondyunhy-
gl i o fluffied. aned nefines hed negnallarty,
bt are adeo poone to diet and mige infedta-
tion, leading to the dprosd of teveral dii-
s, "sarys Rajiv Kismar Gopla, MDGHPC
Eadby, havwever, thaugh FU foam mat-
ereades ofBeebeatvalu e forenionsyin mryriad
warys, s ration mtonaral lndinbam
far has been negll gible both in fermas of
reailabality and affordability. With thit in
ereined, G L has sk bed analliance with a
top mattrets manufadurer o produce
mattressessultable for therough and tume
bl of rurald lifrand i@ smartly utiliving it
sireable rural urea dhaviesbanibo nonetrork—
the Marnuadi Khedut Sshory Kendras (FESK)
I Gugarat, srd in other itated the Geam
Susvicha Mendeas JGS K] mun by village-lowe]
antrepeeniurs =S rretaling them.
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Helping rural India
sleep better

Gujarat PSU GNFCis
developing affordable
PFU mattresses for
the masses

For placenaent of ooders and parmenis,
asslstance bs peovided by 1001 Bk which
has developed an innavatiee method based
on SKE and wirbual accounting system
“Therugh we are facing plitches like high
transportathon and fecght costs which can,
nsonsecases, be an high a 0% —owing o
o mfetrsciane and road conmectiity
En ual aread, which nas
off vl el negus. peroddscts diffoult —and are
battling the retadl orian tation of REKH and
GSE, we are trying to overcome (heis
through initiathees like comproceed pack=
Ing andin it faning, " Guptareveals.

Bt what synesgies could 3 PU foam
matiress project possibly Bave with the
orverall Budness maodid of a fertilber man-
iafactnirceT Plenty. B you conider the fae
Ehat GHFC b thewale anil
mp&rﬂmwmlwrmwmmu.l
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chermical used prins

foq Bheible foarmn
applications including firnituse, bedding
and canpet underlay, a2 well as packaging
applications, sntormisthee and akline saby =
ot et i the demestic market, batinthe
entiee South East Askam peghon as well The

Ands Pacific repion i the larg st canmumssr,
wrinhs 40 s e of nhe global TD s,
Limkisgthe affardable- mat thoia-far
the-masses project with its hage roral-
bated fertiliser retail network B deardy a
mnasteewteoke by G NFC. Gupta says," Ricerd
trends Endicate that rural ndia is driving
consunmnption growth Consamption of
Fnattneses i on the riee bene, though thene
b a preference loroconomical nuttreise
ncontrast toakban arcas. Beinga fort liver
conapany, GNFC b already oo trenchied in
villages, Leoking at the rural consunser
EsedupAoier, we are tappdng Uhe opportanity
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1o Increais the Someitie marka shan of
TEM znd harve Brged a collaborat e with
Seepwell, aleading mattress marmfac-
burer, to oasfomise 3 mattress that can
cater botbe noeds of purald frurban areal”

RN FC alne to excpand i naml peesnce
Tyl curtts e B brotse s arsd il -
tanceusly puih up donsestis TDN salesan
the bk of naral oonasmption of PLI fuat-
tresses. "The Irelban matiress market |3
preeed at E9.000 ¢ ooy, but th ove i8 a hage
seope e panaon tyusdocking potential
desrmnanad from rurad madets,” Gupa iy

GHFC has an installed capacity of
L5000 mctrie tonnes perannum (MTPA)
at its Bharach plant and 50,000 MTRA 2
Drahef The hemicalsbasiness combributies
moee than 60% ta GHFC revenus, of
wiiich 2 1% i conbribaiod By TOL

But TIM wain't ahways 3 winning
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peopakilian tor Irdia’t sole manud stanr,
whibch wa losleg moekoet shareto cheaper
imparts from China, fapamn, South Korea
and the hliddle Eact tilla few poars ago. The
penact e GREC apparachied
the Directomabe General of Ankl-Dunypleg
£ Allied Duties, which, after 5 probe, con-
clusded that the caganie conspound was
be #w Lo D sl Bilomat macewvand val-
s, v sng naaterial infary to the domes-
ti¢ induntry. Recently, anti-dumping duty
has been innposed on TOH insporis, with
the alim off profect ing donestic manufac.
turers from beow-cost inports.

"Wz have rexponded by being aggnet-
sbwe Im peicing tothwart competi thon and
have baiit bang-fenm relathonshi pa with
oiar ¢lheets Bor assaned volume,” CAipita

ket ahare froam < 9% to 6306, The thamp
imceeate in TDN prices, too, has llemlycat -
apulted the FSU anthe gray tradn with
market b orossing the 51 bil-
lisari {2 7.9 90 cvore) il of the back ol a
suxstabn o radly in Igs shase peice, nusking it
the third Gujarat governnsent utiliny ta
enter the billion:-dollar club. It had also
schievodthebighest PET of 1715 coone for
theflscal March 31, 201 7.
Amevdearvonr b belng made (o oipand
GHPC sexpont footpring — today, it exports
T 1 nose than 65 omintrhes, offering
stifl competition to M2NCs, induding
pRant: RASF, Hanwha, OCI, Mitiai and
Companeo,"TIN has been the najoe grawth
enging in ous jeumeys concedes Gupia,
GMFC b noww planailesg tocreate symers
ghes with apother growth engine of the
comparygneemod. The fiest fartikrercoen-
pany in the country to indi genoushy man-
wfacture this oll for the govemment's
e coating of upea profoct, GHFC et -
ting wpyet another cecative precedent In
the industiy—that of coxting nuattreuses
with sevm ol 1o make them reslitant o
Bl b "W s s pceiiof e
methods for coating mattresses wit
o odl, whiich is knowen for it indectic -
dal peoperibes” paches the GNFC MD.With
Its manse o sy o ymoou s wil th weveral
neem oll byproducts including soaps,
by et fa00 woaihy, Bair ofl and mod -
qulta repellents, all of which aee dodng
barisk Business, its focay inbo mass con-
famplion And Betm-Coaied MMt Reed

avers. The meved have pich divi-  would only add 1o the feniliser majar's
derads, Ieceeasing GRFCS tiemar-  already mpressive B of beat-sellers,
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